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HISTORY. 



The first Sabbath school, so far as we are able to learn, in 
this State, and probably in New England, intended for moral 
and religious instruction, was established in Beverly, in 1810. 
This school was commenced by two young ladies, Joanna 
Prince and Hannah Hill. The latter died in 1838. The 
former is still living at Brunswick, Me., the respected lady of 
Ebenezer Everett, Esq. She is a member of Rev. Dr. 
Adams' church, and is now a teacher in his Sabbath school, 
forty years from the time she established the school in Beverly. 
Miss Prince was teaching a day-school in a room of her mother's 
house. She and Miss Hill opened a Sabbath school in her 
school-room. This school was held in the morning, and after 
the afternoon service. About thirty scholars attended the first 
season, and manifested great enthusiasm. Some of the mem- 
bers were very zealous in learning to read, while others had 
long Scripture lessons to recite from memory. The ladies 
continued their school, all by themselves, with great success, 
for three years. The second season they hired a larger room. 
After the third year the enterprise was taken up by others, 
and a general school was established, in which all the societies 
nnited. Jealousies soon sprung up, and separate parish schools 
were established. 

The founders of this school were both of them orthodox 
congregationalists. 

The first school in Boston was established in 1812, by a lady 
now residing in Nashua, New Hampshire. While on a visit 
to Beverly, in October of that year, — as we learn from herself, 
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— she heard of the school in that place, and, although she did 
not see it, she was at once impressed with the importance of a 
similar one in Boston, and on her return immediately com- 
menced the work. " She was then teaching a week-day charity 
school, and was supported by the ladies of the West parish — 
Dr. Lowell's. This school was continued until the year 1822, 
when, the parish Sunday school having been established, her 
pupils, from that time, became members of that for religious 
instruction."* The plan of the school, the founder of it regards 
as exclusively her own, though the pastor gave it his sanction 
and hearty cooperation. This lady united with the Orthodox 
Church in Jaffrey, New Hampshire, in 1805, and she has ever 
maintained the faith she then professed. For many years she 
has been known in this city, by many of the prominent mem- 
bers of the Orthodox churches, as a truly evangelical, devoted 
Christian. So that the honor of establishing the^r^^ tvx) Sab- 
bath schools in this- commonwealth, instead of belonging — as- 
is indirectly claimed in Fray's ^History of Sunday Schools," 

— to the Unitarian denomination, is, beyond all controversy, 
due to Orthodox Congregationalists, the true descendants of 
the Furitans* who first planted the gospel upon these shores. 

The late Charles W alley, Esq., of Boston, having heard 
of the enterprise of this lady, sent her a donation of books 
for her school, consisting of six Bibles, twelve New Testaments, 
twelve Watts' Shorter Catechisms, twelve Watts' Divine Songs 
for Children, and twelve Hymns for Infant Minds ; in all, fifty- 
four volumes. This donation constituted the Jirst Sabbath 
School Library in Boston. 

In the winter of 1812-13, a Sabbath school was formed 
in Salem, under the patronage of a company of ladies belong- 
ing to the society of the Rev. Dr. Hopkins, predecessor of Rev. 
Dr. Emerson. The pupils were placed under the tuition of 
a teacher of a school of young ladies.t 

A Sabbath school was established in Newburyport, in 1814, 
by three young ladies, who are still living, two of whom are 
wives of clergymen. 

The young ladies secured the use of the Rev. Dr. Spring's 
vestry for their purposes, and, without aid or cooperation from 
the churches, began their benevolent undertaking. The first 

* Pray's History of Sunday Schools, &c., p. 210 

t Correspondent of iVeip York Observer ^ March 23. '**'"•» 
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year the number of pupils did not exceed one hundred. In 
four years it had grown into favor, and numbered eight hun- 
dred. 

The school began after public service in the afternoon, and 
occupied more than three hours. The whole instruction was 
given by these young ladies, and principally by two of them. 

In 1815, the school in Dr. Spring's vestry was entrusted to 
some members of his society ; and two of the young ladies, 
originators of the school, commenced another in Joppa, a more 
destitute part of the town. In 1816, one of the young ladies 
started another school at Kennebunk-port, Me.^ 

The first Sabbath school established in Charlestown, was 
in connection with the '* First Congregational Church," under 
the pastoral care of Rev. Dr. Morse, in the autumn of 1816.t 

Among the Sabbath schools next established in Massa- 
chusetts, in connection with the Orthodox Congregatioiial 
churches and societies, were those established under the 
auspices of the " Boston Society for the Moral and Religious 
Instruction* of the Poor." That Society was organized in 
1816, and its first Sabbath school was established in 1817. 
In a few years there were, in the city of Boston, fourteen 
schools under the special care of that Society.^ Schools were 
soon established, in connection with many of the churches, in 
every section of the State. 

In October, 1824, the superintendents and teachers of the 
Sabbath schools, connected with the various religious societies 
of different evangelical denominations in the city of Boston, 
held a meeting, to consider the subject of forming a Sabbath 
School Union for the State. A committee was appointed to 
consult the several societies with which the schools were con- 
nected, on the subject, and to report. Subsequently, in the 
same month, the committee reported in favor of the formation 
of such a union. On the 24th of May, 1825, at a meeting, 
previously notified, of delegates, from schools connected with 
the Episcopalian, Baptist, Congregational, and Methodist 
denominations, The Massachusetts Sabbath School Union 
was formed. 

The objects of this Union were, according to its constitution, 

* Editor ofTN. H.] "Parents* Monitor." 
t Report of Winthrop Sabbath School, Charlestown, f850. 
t Seventeenth Annual Report of " The Boston Society for the Moral and 
Religious Instruction of the Poor.*' 

1* 
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" to promote the opening of new, and the increase and pros- 
perity of old Sabbath schools, within the limits of this 
State ; to form depositories for supplying the schools with suit- 
able books on the lowest terms possible; to stimulate and 
encourage each other in the moral and religious instruction of 
children and others, &c." 

This Union was auxiliary to the American Sunday School 
Union, which was formed the year previous. At first, as 
stated above, the Union embraced the schools connected With 
four different denominations. The Methodists, however, do 
not appear to have contributed anything towards establishing 
the Depository; and the Episcopalians only a small sum; and 
both denominations, in a short time, voluntarily withdrew from 
the Union, and took no part or apparent interest in its opera- 
tions ; * so that the Union may be regarded as embracing only 
the Congregational and Baptist denominations. 

In May, 1828, the Board " raised a Publishing Committee, 
to publish the Annual Keport of the Union, a Sabbath School 
Periodical, and such other works as they might think best." 
A Committee of Revision was also chosen, to whom the Com- 
mittee of Publication were to refer all works, except the peri- 
odical, that they might propose to publish.! During this year, 
as stated in the Fourth Annual Report, the Union published 
nine new books. It also published a catalogue of books in the 
Depository, and in July of that year, commenced the publica- 
tion of the monthly periodical, " The Sabbath School Treas- 
ury." 

The inconveniences of a Union organization, it seems, were 
early felt. In October, 1828, at a meeting of the Board, it 
was " Voted, That all books in the Depository, which are 
acceptable to each denomination connected with this Union, 
shall be kept by themselves ; and that all such as are acceptable 
to the Baptists, and not to the Congregationalists and Presby- 
terians, or vice versa, shall be kept by themselves ; and that 
every order for books shall be answered by books from the neutral 
department, unless it is known that others are wanted." t 

So much success, however, attended the efforts of this 

* Report of a Committee of the "Massachusetts Sabbath School Union," 
recorded on the 52nd page of the Records of the Board of Managers of the 
" Massachusetts Sabbath School Society." 

t Records of the Board of Managers, "Massachusetts Sabbath School 
Union," May 31, 1828. 

t Records of the Board of the above date. 
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Union, that, at its anniversary, in 1829, it was believed that 
a Sabbath school had been established in nearly every reli- 
gious society in the State, which was connected with the 
denominations united in the Union. Previous to that time, 
the Union had principally labored to increase the number of 
the schools, scholars, and libraries. After this, special efforts 
were made to improve the character, and augment the influ- 
ence and usefulness, of the schools. To accomplish this, the 
plan was formed of organizing county auxiliary unions. But 
it was soon found that, in order to give interest and efficiency 
to these auxiliaries, they must be organized by each denomina- 
tion separately, in connection with the respective Associations 
or Conferences of those denominations. Such auxiliaries were 
organized in all parts of the States, with their boards of offi- 
cers. The annual meetings were held in connection with the 
meetings of the Associations or Conferences of the two denom- 
inations ; and they helped to awaken a more general interest 
among the churches, and to secure their cooperation in sus- 
taining the Sabbath school cause. 

The Massachusetts Sabbath School Union continued till 
1832, when, after much deliberation, and with great unanim- 
ity, it was dissolved ; and each denomination of which it was 
composed, organized its own Society. The ground on which 
this division took place was, the belief that " more would be 
done to promote the cause of Sabbath schools in each denom- 
ination, and with as much or more real Christian union, if 
each were left to manage its Sabbath school operations in its 
own way." It was thought, also, that it would be found easier 
to guard the schools against the purchase of injurious books, if 
each denomination had a depository under its own control. 

The subsequent history of Sabbath schools in these two de- 
nominations, fully proves the correctness of the ground on which 
they divided their labors. Vastly more has been accomplished 
than probably would have been, had the two denominations con- 
tinued to act on the Union plan. " Though nominally divided, the 
union was really doubled,^ This division has never occasioned 
the slightest inconvenience to either party; -on the contrary, 
much advantage to both has been experienced from it. Through 
the books, periodicals and labors of the officers, each denomi- 
nation can now speak freely, on all subjects, without any 
danger of exciting suspicions, distrust, or jealousy. Each has 
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its own field of labor, corresponding with its church organiza- 
tion. The instructions in every school, by the teacher, the 
books and the periodicals, may now be in accordance with the 
truth taught from the pulpit. 

According to the terms of division, after paying all -debts, 
one third of all the property remaining on hand was appropri- 
ated to the Baptists, and two thirds to the Congregationalists, 
on the ground that far the larger portion of the money had been 
contributed by the latter denomination. The name, place of 
the depository, and the monthly periodical, remained with the 
Baptists ; and the Congregationalists, in organizing, took a 
new name, a new location for their depository, and established 
a new periodical. This, for a few years, operated unfavorably 
for the latter, many of the Congregational schools, not fully 
understanding the change, still patronizing the periodical and 
depository of the Union. 

On the day after the divisi(fn of the Massachusetts Sabbath 
School Union, May 31, 1832, a meeting of the Orthodox 
Congregational Life Members of that Union, and delegates 
from Congregational Sabbath schools and Societies in this 
State, was held, at which The MASSitcHUSETTS Sabbath 
School Society was organized. The constitution under which 
tliis Society was formed, was as follows : — 

"Article 1. The name of this institution shall be The 
Massachusetts Sabbath School Society, auxiliary to the 
American Sunday School Union. 

Art. 2. The objects of this Society shall be to promote the 
opening of new, and the increase and prosperity of the existing 
Sabbath schools, to form depositories for supplying Sabbath 
schools with suitable books, on the lowest terms possible ; to 
stimulate and encourage each other in the moral and religious 
instruction of children and others. 

Art. 3. Each subscriber of one dollar, or more, annually, 
shall be a member. Each subscriber of ten dollars shall be a 
member for life. 

Art. 4. Any Sabbiath School Society, or Sabbath School 
Union in this State, by sending a report annually to the Secre- 
tary of this Society, may send a delegate or delegates equal to 
the number of schools they support, who shall be entitled to 
vote at all meetings of the Society. 

Art. 5. The business of the Society shall be conducted ia 
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Boston, by a Board of Managers, to consist of a President, 
three Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and twelve 
Members, three of whom shall be a quorum. 

Art. 6. The Managers shall have power to call special 
meetings of the Society, to manage its funds, and fill all vacan- 
cies that may occur in their own Board. They shall transmit to 
the Corresponding Secretary of the American Sunday School 
Union a copy of their annual report. 

Art. 7. There shall be an annual meeting of the Society 
held in Boston on the last Wednesday of May in each year ; 
when the accounts shall be presented, the proceedings reported, 
officers chosen, and the other business of the Society trans- 
acted. 

Art. 8. No alteration shall be made in this constitution 
except at an annual meeting of the Society, and with the con- 
currence of two thirds of the members present." 

This Society, " at its birth," it has been well said, " was 
baptized and blessed by the then fathers and chief supporters 
of the Orthodox Congregational churches, and in its growth it 
has ever been true to its infant consecration. It originated in 
no factious, controversial, or narrow, exclusive denominational 
spirit. It came into being upon a deep-felt want, well consid- 
ered, that the children of our churches, in every department 
of their religious education, should be instructed in aU those 
great principles of faith and practice, which the early fathers 
of New England believed and taught, and to which our churches, 
in all charity to those differing from them, still cling- with the 
unyielding tenacity of unwavering belief in their scriptural 
truth."* 

Formed, as our schools originally were, on the plan of uniting 
different evangelical denominations, by omitting their peculiari- 
ties, and embodying and expressing only the general sentiments 
which they hold in common, it was found deficient in directness, 
in energy, and those doctrines of faith, and principles of ecclesias- 
tical order, which our Puritan fathers loved, and made the basis 
of the religious. education of their children, and which their de- 
scendants desire to maintain and transmit. It is true that many 
important doctrines of the Scriptures are held in common by 
all evangelical denominations. But the object of the organiza- 

* Address of G. T. Russell, £s<i., at the Anniversary of the Society, June 
lit, 1848. 
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tion of this Society was, that we might not only .give those doc- 
trines their proper place in the great system of revealed truth, 
and teach them to our children, but that we might also teach 
(HL the truths that the Holy Spirit, as we understafld the Scrip- 
tures, has seen fit to reveal. We cannot believe that " the Holy 
Spirit, in the work of conversion and sanctification, employs 
only the truths in which evangelical Christians agree, and not 
those cJHmt which they differ,^* How often has the doctrine of 
election, as presented in Scriptures, or illustrated and en- 
forced from the pulpit, in the meeting of inquiry, or on the 
printed page, been the means of awakening and converting 
sinners ! How many have referred their jfirst religious impres- 
sions to their reflections on their infant consecration, or to the 
pubhc administration of that ordinance ! How many believ- 
ers have been encouraged, strengthened and upheld in their 
Christian course, by the doctrine of the saints' perseverance ! 

We cannot believe that any part of the word of God is unim- 
portant. There is danger of greatly dishonoring and grieving 
the Holy Spirit, by our efforts to reduce to the minimum the 
number of revealed truths, called essential, for the sake of 
uniting as many as possible in some object of benevolence. 
What should we think of the child who, instead of receiving 
and obeying every known wish of his parents, should study to 
find out how few things he must regard, in order to escape 
•chastisement ? We believe that no tru^th — no precept — no 
rite revealed in the Scriptures, should be regarded as a matter 
of indifference. What is that religious system that contains 
only those doctrines which all evangelical denominations hold 
in common ? It is a body without its proper members. If you 
should remove from a man every member and part, except that 
which is absolutely essential to vitality, what would you have? 
A shapeless mass, destitute of everything that gives comeliness, 
power or utility to the body. Even a large portion of the brain, 
it is said, may be removed without entirely destroying vitality. 
But was man made merely to live ? Are there not important 
duties for him to perform? Surely; and for the proper and 
successful performance of those duties, — to accomplish the end 
for which he was made, — he needs all the members with which 
God, in his infinite wisdom, created him. There is nothing 
superfluous, — nothing that is not absolutely essential for the 
end for which he was made. So with God's word. If a per- 
son who embraces only the doctrines which all denominations 
call essential, may possibly reach heaven, is this all that is 
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necessary ? We maintain that there is not a precept, or doc- 
trine, or ordinance, revealed in the Scriptures, that a Christian 
can safely cast aside, — not one that is not essential to a proper 
development of Christian character. " All Scripture is prof- 
table for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thor- 
oughly furnished unto all good works." If not all essen- 
tial to our conversion, yet all are essential to our growth in 
grace. And all must be taught. We are required to declare 
" the whole counsel of God." 

And it was on this ground that the Society was organized on 
an independent basis, where it would not be obliged to com- 
promit any truth of Scripture. We would not do this in our 
instructions to our children in the Sabbath school, through the 
teachers and the religious literature provided for them, any 
more than in the instructions from the pulpit. And there is 
no more reason for wonder, that our churches should prefer 
their own books for their children, than that they should pre- 
fer their own ministry. Any evangelical minister might preach 
those truths held in common, to our acceptance ; but we all 
prefer one who will "decla/e to us the whole counsel of God," 
as we understand it. 

Thousands of our children, who have been baptized in our 
churches, — by being taught in the Sabbath school, on the system 
in which everything except the few truths held in common is 
carefully excluded, — in a few years have gone out from us. That 
sacred seal which, with faith and many prayers and tears, has 
been placed upon them, they have disregarded, because never 
taught its value. If rightly taught, few, it is believed, would 
disown the precious covenant with God, into which, through 
believing parents, they have been brought by their early bap- 
tism ; nor, as they ripen to age, would they unite with those 
who reject all those doctrines so dear to the hearts of their 
parents. If our children are not properly taught in all the - 
truths of the Bible, shall we not be accessory to the errors they 
may be left to embrace for want of right instruction ? 

It was on grounds such as these, that the Massachusetts 
Sabbath School Society was organized as a deTwmvuational 
institution. And, at the present time, nearly every religious 
denomination, evangelical and anti-evangelical, on the same 
grounds, has its own distinct Sabbath school organization. 

In 1839 the constitution of the Society was so altered as to 
dissolve its auxiliary relation to the American Sunday School 
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Union, and at the same time to admit those Sabbath School 
Societies and Unions that might wish to become connected 
with this Society, in other States. Now, " any person who 
shall pay ten dollars, or more, into the Treasury of this Soci- 
ety, at any one time, shall be a member for life. And any 
Sabbath School Society, or Sabbath School Union, by sending 
a report, annually, to the Corresponding Secretary of this Soci- 
ety, may send a delegate, or delegates, equal to the number of 
schools they support, who shall be entitled to participate in all 
the deliberations thereof, but shall not be entitled to any vote 
therein." 

Its auxiliary relation to the American Sunday School Union 
was, after due deliberation, dissolved, on the recommendation 
of the Board of Managers. The reasons for this recommen- 
dation, the Board gave to the Society as follows : 

1. " Because the relation has become merely 7itmiinaL The 
parent Society have established, and are now sustaining in 
our field, their own depository, through which to circulate their 
various publications ; and they are also sustaining, in the same 
field, an agent, to make known their plans and to collect 
funds ; so thg,t there is nothing left for the auxiliary, as such, 
to do. 

2. But, in the second place, though merely nominal, this 
relation has been a source of great mutual eTniarrassrrvent. It 
is impossible that the two Societies should occupy the same 
field, and carry forward their distinct operations harmoniously, 
unless they act entirely independent of each other. 

3. It limits the usefulness of this Society, in as much as it 
prevents the Society from occupying the whole ground which 
the wants of the Congregational churches seem to demand. 

4. And, again. Your Board are fully convinced that har- 
mony of action would never be secured between the two insti- 
tutions, — even if all other disturbing causes were removed, — 
unless the Society should give up its Publishing Department, 
This cannot be done without closing the only establishment of 
the kind connected with Congregational churches." 

For these reasons, and in order to give greater efliciency and 
extent to the operations of the Society, the constitution was 
modified as stated above. And the whole history of the So- 
ciety since, has shown that the measure was wise and judicious. 

In order to facilitate the business operations of the Society, 
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ah Act of iftcorporation was, in 1841, obtained from the Legis- 
lature of the State. The By-Laws, under the charter, contain 
nearly the same provisions as did the constitution. 

The business of the Society, according to these By-Laws, is 
to be conducted in Boston, by a Board of thirteen Managers, 
four of whom form a quorum. The Managers are divided into 
three standing committees, — one on Agencies, one on Publica- 
tions, and one- on the Depository. The latter committee are 
always laymen, as their business relates especially to the Jinan' 
cial affairs of the Society. The Committee of Publication, which^ 
embraces seven members, are always ministers. The position of 
ministers, as the consecrated guardians of the public morals, the 
public teachers of religion, as devoted especially to literary and 
theological study, and as the pastors of the children no less 
than the adults in our congregations, seem to make it peculiarly 
proper and fit that they should have the special examination of 
the religious literature designed for our Sabbath schools, that 
the community may feel a confidence that it will be guarded 
from the leaven of erroneous principles. As the whole sys- 
tem of revealed truth, — every doctrine of the Bible, every 
theological subject, — may be presented in the publications of 
the Society, they should surely pass under the revision of those 
whose professional pursuits prepare them for the important 
office. " The express object of their ministry, according to the 
ordinance of God, and in the view of man, is, to take care of 
the religious interests of the community. Sabbath schools, 
therefore, being a powerful means of forming the popular char- 
acter, and the literature designed for them, come naturally 
under the cognizance of the clergy." 

In January, 1833, the Society commenced the publication of 
The Sabbath School Visiter. This was a monthly periodi- 
cal of 24 pages, and was intended for all who were, or ought 
to be, interested in Sabbath schools ; but more especially for 
teachers and pupils. This periodical was continued and very 
extensively patronized for eleven years. 

In January, 1844, in order, if possible, more fully to meet 
the wants oi our schools and churches, and to increase the in- 
fluence and usefulness of the Society, this periodical was super- 
seded by the publication of two, viz., The Congregational 
Visiter, to be published wwi^AZy, and The Well-Spring, to 
be published weekly. The former was designed for parents, 
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church-members, and Sabbath school teachers, and the latter 
for the young. 

At the close of 1848, with the completion of the fifth vol- 
ume, the publication of The Congeegational Visitee was sus- 
pended. This, by many of its patrons, was greatly regretted. 
But the number of weekly and monthly periodicals in the 
community had become so large, that public sentiment seemed 
to call for the measure. Many thought that one periodical for 
any one benevolent society, was sufficient; and, — although 
some of these Societies have increased the number of their 
periodicals to three, yet it has ever been the wish of the Mass. 
S. S. Society, to carry out all the reasonable wishes of its 
patrons. 

The Well-Speing has, from the first, received a very liberal 
patronage. Its publication weekly, its special adaptation for 
Sabbath reading, and its remarkable cheapness, have gained for 
it great and very general favor. A large portion of our schools 
receive it from week to week, taking various numbers from 20 
to 300 copies each ; and it is taken in many families composed 
only of adults. 

Regrets are often expressed in distant parts of the country, — 
the West, Texas, California, and Oregon, — that the unreasona- 
ble expense of postage should place such a barrier in the way 
of its general circulation in every part of the country. 

There is no way in which such an amount of entertaining 
and useful reading, — reading, none of which, it is intended, 
shall be unsuitable for the Holy Sabbath, — can be obtained at 
so small a cost, as through this little periodical. Each weekly 
number contains what is equal to ohoMt forty-eight pages of the 
Society's 18mo sized books. So that each subscriber will 
obtain, in his 52 numbers during the year, an amount of read- 
ing equal to sixty-nine of the Society's books of 36 pages, 
16mo, or ttventy-three of its books of 108 pages. These 23 
books would cost $4.60 ; but the cost of a copy of The Well- 
Speing, — when 20 copies are sent to one address, — is only 
twenty-five cents ! 

From the commencement of the Society, it was often and 
very strongly urged, and in every section of the State, that the 
interest of our schools called for a series of Question Books, to 
be published under the direction of the Society. Something 
was needed, it was said, more thorough and substantial, some- 
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thing that would require close study and deep thought, and 
something better adapted to meet the growing capacities of the 
more intelligent scholars, and those that had been several years 
in our schools, than anything then in use. ** Unless books are 
furnished of this character, these scholars," it was contended, 
" will lose their interest in the Sabbath school, and the final 
result will be (if they do not leave the school) they will, by 
degrees, regard all preparation of the lesson unnecessary ; and 
all sttidy and thjought^ previous to recitation, will cease." 

This demand became so loud and imperative, that the Man- 
agers, in 1835, were convinced that the churches would not be 
satisfied unless it was met. Through that year the subject 
was one of special attention on the part of the Board, and 
arrangements were made by which the first volume of the 
ScRiPTUBE Questions was published early in 1836. This 
book was on PauPs Epistle to the Romans, It was prepared 
with great care and labor, and was sufficiently thorough to 
meet the wants of the oldest and most mature members of our 
schools. It was divided into two parts, — the 1st for the 
younger classes, and the 2d for the old classes. During the 
first year this book gained an extensive circulation, and passed 
through five editions. This result showed that the demand for 
such a book was well-founded. 

The Society has reason to believe that no text-book has ever 
been used in our schools, that has resulted in more good, than 
this one on Romans. The highly doctrinal character of the 
book, and the clearness with which it presents those parts of 
the Epistle which cannot be explained and illustrated in a 
book designed for all denominations, have gained for it great 
popularity. A teacher of an adult class said he was under 
special obligation to the Society, for publishing that book, for it 
had settled his views, on the important doctrines of salvation, 
more satisfactorily than ever before. An aged pupil thanked 
God, that the book on Romans was prepared before her 
death, it had so assisted her to ad acquaintance with divine 
truth. 

The Society's series of Scriptural Questions has been 
extended to seventeen volumes. Most of these embrace two 
parts, like the one on Romans. These books are used in a very 
large proportion of the Congregational schools, in many of the 
Presbyterian, and, to some extent, in those of other denomi- 
nations. 
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In order to meet the wants of those schools and classes, 
that were, as yet unable to use the Questions on the Romans, 
the Board published, early in 1837, its First Question Book. 
This series consists of two volumes, and is topical. The Jlrst 
volume embraces the principal truths and doctrines of the 
Scriptures, somewhat systematically arranged ; and the second, 
the more practical duties enjoined in the Word of God. 

In 1836, the Society's series of Biblical Catechisms, for 
Infant Sabbath schools, was commenced. This series now 
embraces eight numbers ; and the whole number of text-books, 
designed especially for Infant schools, is fourteen. 

In 1835, the Society published the Assembly's Shorter 
Catechism, and, in 1836, the New England Primer. Since 
then, it has published the Catechism in several different forms, 
and also a vohime entitled Exercises on the Shorter Cate- 
chism, in which, by means of a paraphrase and explanatory 
notes, the answers to the questions are dissected into such 
minute fragments, that even small children are capable of com- 
prehending each with ease. 

The Society, by the publication of the Catechism, and 
through its various agencies, has revived the study of this 
excellent manual of divine truth, very generally, among the 
children and youth in our congregations. It has been intro- 
duced into many of our Sabbath schools, as a monthly or 
weekly exercise ; it is made the lesson at the quarterly meet- 
ings of many Maternal Associations, and, — which we regard 
as a more interesting fact than either, — it is studied in many 
families under the direction of the parents, — thus reviving 
the excellent practice of former days, of family instruction 
on' the Sabbath. '* 

The promotion of family religion has heen a constant object 
with the Board. They have felt that wo instruction, however 
good, can be a substitute for that of parents in their own 
household; and the Bosflrd have*felt that the revival of the 
study of the Catechism was promoting this object; and they 
are hoping for the day, when the study of the Catechism will 
be practised in every family. 

The Society has published, in the various forms mentioned 
above, nearly 350,000 copies of the Catechism. The New 
England Primer has been introduced into a great number of 
the families in New England, and has also been scattered very 
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cxtensirely, in connection with the lihraries ihat have been ap- 
propriated, through the West. Some 10,000 copies of the 
Society's edition have been distributed in Illinois, by the gratui- 
tous agency of a single layman. 

The whole number of Question Books and Catechisms now 
published by the Society, [1850,] is forty-two. Within a few 
years the price of them has been reduced, so that they are as 
cheap a series of text-books as is now published. 

In 1836, the Society also began to publish Hymn and Tune- 
books, adapted to the circumstances and wants of our schools. 
The following are the books of this kind, now published by the 
Society, viz. : « Sabbath School Songs," " Sabbath School 
Harp," "Juvenile Music," " The Massachusetts Sabbath School- 
Hymn Book," and " The Sabbath School Melodist." The latter 
has been published the past year. 

In 1836, the Society also commenced publishing cards, for 
superintendents, teachers, scholars, and the Infant school. The 
whole number of cards of this kind, now published by the 
Society, [1850,] is one hundred and forty-nine. 

A descriptive catalogue of all the publications of the Society 
was published the same year. This catalogue, with the ad- 
dition of all the new publications, containing a brief account 
of each, is published from year to year, and is kept for gratui- 
tous circulation ; and it is found of great service in the selection 
of libraries. 

To meet the demand for very small books, adapted to the 
age and capacity of the members of the Infant Classes, the So- 
ciety began, in 1839, to publish the Infant Series. This Series 
has been extended to sixteen parts or packages. Each of these 
packages embraces twelve difierent books enclosed in an en- 
velop. The whole series now amounts to one hundred and 
fdnety-ttoo different books. The packages vary in price from 
six to sixteen cents each. The whole series of sixteen pack- 
ages, cost $1.72 ; or, in sixteen bound volumes, $2.34. These 
pacloiges aje convenient for ministers, superintendents, and 
teachers, to take with them in their visits among the children 
of their respective parishes, schools,' and classes ; or for travellers 
to take with them, to scatter among the young, by the way. 

In 1846, the Society commenced the publication of a series 

2* 



18 HISTORY OF TITE 

of volumes, entitled " The Lives of the Chief Fathers of 
New England;" in which the doctrines and ecclesiastical 
polity of the Congregational Churches are clearly exhibited. 
This series has already [1850] been extended to six volumes, 
embracing from 288 to 324 pages each. These volumes have 
added great value to the Society's Catalogue of books, and are 
received with much interest, by the whole body of Congrega- 
tional Churches in our country. The series is published in the 
18mo size, for Sabbath schools, and in the 12mo size, for 
pastors' and private libraries. 

During the past year, [1850,] the Society prepared four dis- 
tinct libraries, in uniform style. The first is made up from its 
32mo books, and is called "The Infant's Library." This 
library embraces forty volumes, of from 96 to 192 pages each, 
on handsome paper, beautifully bound in cloth, with gilt backs, 
and lettered " Infant's Library," and numbered. This library, 
together with twenty-five catalogues, is sold for $5.50. The 
second is " The Children's Library," of 18mo books. This 
library, in the same beautiful style as " The Infant's Library," 
embraces cwic hundred volumes, from 72 to 216 pages each, 
and, together with fifty catalogues, costs $20.00. The third 
is " The Youth's Library," and embraces one hundred and 
seventy volumes, from 72 to 324 pages each, 18mo. This 
library, in the same style as the other two, with one hundred 
catalogues, costs $40.00. The fourth is "The Family Li- 
brary," embracing twenty-five volumes, from 234 to 252 
pages each. This library, with twenty-five catalogues, costs 
$12.00. 

The publications of the Mass. Sabbath School Society, as a 
whole, it is believed, will not suffer by a comparison with any 
others, in this or any other country, as to variety, attractiveness, 
style, matter, or cheapness. Though they are intended, as a 
whole, to " present without modification or admixturej^ without 
reserve or compromise, all " those grand, simple truths of reve- 
lation, which the Holy Spirit employs for" the conversion of 
sinners," every doctrine, precept, and rite revealed in the Word 
of God ; yet, by far the larger portion of them, though pre- 
pared with reference only to our own schools, are circulated 
among all evangelical denominations, to a greater or less extent, 
in nearly every State in the Union, and kept for sale at their 
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depositories. Like the truth of God itself, these publications 
are comprehensive and adapted to all. Many of them, like 
the sermons of every pastor, are almost wholly prdcticalj — 
others are purely doctrinal, and others still are both practical 
and doctrinal. 

It has ever been an invariable rule of the Society, in regard 
to its books, not to publish anything purporting to be true, that 
is not so in reality. In all cases of narratives, except where 
this rule is understood, the writer is required to give the assur- 
ance, that it is not merely founded on fact, or " in strict 
accordance with truth and nature," or that such an incident 
might have occurred ; but, that the incident did occur, — that 
the narrative itself is true. Circumstances may render it de- 
sirable to conceal real names and places, and to substitute for 
them borrowed or imaginary ones. But the incidents, which 
are presented as having taken place, must be true, or the MS. 
is rejected. 

The Society would not feel willing to publish narratives that 
are known to be imaginary, however impressively they might 
inculcate divine truth. Such narratives would be nothing less 
than religious novels. And, although there may be books of 
this character, that may be very instructive and useful; yet 
if it is known, that a Sabbath School Society has published 
one such, what security have the churches, that all its publica- 
tions are not mere religious fictions ? On this subject, the 
Board of Managers, in their third annual report, say, ^' As to 
books of fiction, they should not once be named. The publi- 
cations of the Society should be raised above all suspicion on 
this point. The Board are feeling more and more solicitude 
relative to this subject. They believe a narrative may be 
founded on fact, and yet, be as truly a romance as many of the 
acknowledged novels of the day. The characters of the book, 
with only borrowed names, may be true; yet, if the smaller 
incidents and the filling up are fancied, or colored and arranged, 
to give interest and eflfect to a few isolated facts, in themselves 
possessing only a common interest, the book, in its effect on the 
young mind, is a novel. Of the publication of ^uch books, by 
this Society, the Managers utterly disapprove. Their influence 
ultimately must be injurious." 

Suppose a writer knows a boy who is remarkable for his 
filial piety, another for his love of prayer, another for his love 
of the Bible, another of the Sabbath, another of the Sabba^l 
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school, another for his interest in the heathen, another for his 
interest in the Sahhath school cause at the West, another for 
his meekness, another for his spirit of kindness and forgive- 
ness, another for his love of truth, &c., ^. Now, should 
this writer make a book entitled " Franke Morey," or any other 
name, in which he should embody in his *< Franke," aU these 
traits of character, each as perfect a% he saw it in the living 
boy, would that book be true ? We say rw. It would be a 
fiction. Franke, or any other boy like him, never lived. In the 
same sense, a novel may be true to nature ; and yet, every 
trait embodied in it, is not only.j^ru^ to nature, but each, in regard 
to tomiR boy, is actually true in fact ; but never were they all 
found, in the perfection here presented, united in one youth. 
True, they aught to be found in every one ; so ought Christians 
to be perfect. But do we find such ? 

It has been a very important object with this Society, from 
its organization, to interest our children in the work of doing 
good, — to train them to form, in early life, habks of bertevolence. 
For this end, the Society has constantly labored, through its pe- 
riodicals and many of its other publications ; and, through the 
visits and influence of its Secretary, to induce all the Sabbath 
schools to take small weekly or monthly collections, in behalf 
of some object of benevolence. Probably, more has been done 
hy this Society, to awaken an interest among the young, espe- 
cially in Massachusetts, in regard to this subject, than by all 
other instrumentalities. 

The amount collected from our Sabbath schools, juvenile 
societies, the children of Maternal Associations, the offerings 
of individual children, and from the legacies of deceased chil- 
dren, has been steadily increasing from year to year. A large 
portion of what is collected from these sources, it is supposed, 
is contributed through this Society, to aid in promoting the 
Sabbath school cause in destitute places. And the Sabbath 
school department, as stated in a former report of the Society, 
seems to be peculiarly the field for the benevolent labors of the 
young. The object is definite, comparatively Ttear them, and 
one they can understand, and it is to benefit children like 
themselves. If trained in this work, it will be only a few 
years before they will be prepared to extend their field of 
vision, and look upon the wants of the tvorld, and lend a help- 
ing hand to all the enterprises designed to carry the blessings 
of the Gospel to every creature. 
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The Society has almost wholly confined its missionary 
labors to the disbursement, in books, of these donations frofti 
our schools and the young. In comparatively a few cas^s, ap- 
peals for the means of extending these labors, have been made 
to the churches. 

The amount contributed through the Society, for the benefit 
of needy schools, the first year of its existence, was only 
$690.47. For several years past, it has been from 82,000 to 
$4,000. 

In the early part of 1839, the Managers of the Missouri 
Sabbath School Union requested the Massachusetts Sabbath 
School Society to aid them in extending their operations in 
that State. In compliance with this request, the Society 
appropriated to that Union, from collections obtained from 
the schools and churches, between $600 and $700. This appro- 
priation was made in the Society's publications, to replenish 
the Depository of that Union, and to aid in sustaining an 
agent. Several hundred dollars were also appropriated the 
same year, to furnish libraries for other destitute places. This 
enterprise was regarded with much favor by die churches. 
An efficient agent was sent to Missouri, to labor under the di- 
rection of that Union. His labors were continued only about 
a year, when he was called home to his reward. . But during 
this short period, he was the means of reviving and encourag- 
ing many existing schools, and of organizing between ^^y and 
sixty new ones. 

Since then, the Society has been disbursing the contributions 
it receives, to aid those who need assistance, in organizing 
or sustaining schools, in any portion of the country or the 
world. 

The plan of the Society's labors, in this department, is very 
eeonamtcal. With the exception of one year, it has employed 
no extra agency in raising money, and no expense of agency 
is incurred in disbursing it. The appropriations of libraries 
are all made through Pastors, Home Missionaries, and other be- 
nevolent individuals, who volunteer their gratuitous services 
in applying the libraries for the promotion of the cause. 

In 1842, the Society engaged in this work of aiding desti- 
tute schools, as a regular department of its labors. The Gen- 
eml Association of Massachusetts, at their annual meeting that 
year, unanimously, and very cordially, recommended the Mas- 
sachusetts Sabbath School Society, as an economical, and, 
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in all respects, unexceptionable medium, through which the 
churches and schools might contribute to aid in promoting the 
cause of Sabbath schools throughout the land. 

The Board of Managers, that same year, passed the follow- 
ing resolution: "That the Massachusetts Sabbath School 
Society will transmit to destitute Sabbath schools of the 
country, any funds which may be placed at their disposal, for 
that purpose, it being understood, that, when specified direc- 
tions are not given, donations will be appropriated at the dis- 
cretion of the Managers of the Society." It also issued a 
circular to pastors and superintendents, describing the wants 
of the West. 

In 1843, the Society issued a circular to the churches, mak- 
ing known, more fully, the urgent calls for libmries, from 
various directions, and stating the plan on which it proposed to 
appropriate them, so far as the churches and schools should 
furnish the means. Among other particulars in this plan, was 
ihe appointment of a permanent committee, |o superintend 
the disbursement of these charities, — "to transmit to the des- 
titute all contributions, undiminished by any expense for col- 
lection ; so that a church or Sabbath school which raises $50, 
to send libraries to the West, may be certain that that amount 
in Sabbath school books will be immediately forwarded, — to 
expend all money entrusted to the Society, in cases in which 
no different instructions are received from the donors, in aid 
of those whose creed, covenant, and order most nearly corre- 
spond with our own, and who hold with us * one Lord, one 
£Biith, and one baptism.' " This was occupying the same ground 
occupied by the American Home Missionary Society, and in 
these labors it is cooperating with that Society. 

The plan pf the Society, in promoting the cause of Sabbath 
schools in the new and destitute portions of the country, 
meets the most hearty approval of the pastors and missionaries, 
and all wise and judicious persons throughout the country, 
with whom we have had correspondence on the subject. A 
great mass of testimony, in regard to it, has been accumulat- 
ing from year to year, and much of it has been published 
in the reports and periodicals of the Society. According to 
the united testimony of the missionaries and other reliable 
witnesses, the publications of the Society are well adapted for 
extensive circulation all over the country. So far as the wide 
.fields occupied by Congregational and Presb3rterian pastors and 
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missionaries are concerned, and so far as the great mass of the 
people, who have no fixed religious sentiments, or whose senti- 
ments are anti-evangelical, — there is no more difficulty ia 
distributing the Society's publications, than there would be in 
circulating those published by the *^ evangelical sectj" or " dc' 
nomination" as it has been called. Any evangelical book, 
would be as objectionable to those whose sentiments are anti- 
evangelical, when published by a society of six or eight evan- 
gelical denominations, as when published by one sudi denom- 
ination. A person would be quite as likely to ascertain that 
a book, from such a society, was evangelical, as he would that 
one with the imprimatur of the Massachusetts Sabbath School 
Society, was Congregational. 

To illustrate the feelings with which the publications of the 
Society, and its plan of promoting the Sabbath school cause at 
the West, are regarded, we give a few extracts from the letters 
of our Western correspondents. One missionary says, — 

The plan your Society have adopted, of sapplying first the wants 
of those schools where missionaries and churches may take the su- 
pervision of them, is a wise one, and one that is calculated to do the 
greatest amount of good. 

Says another missionary, — 

I regard the system^ by which these books axe furnished, as 
appointed of God to supply a most important and pressing want ef 
the destitute West, — a want of good books. The importance of a 
^stem to supply this want appears more manifest, when you con- . 
sider how many pernicious publications are, for the sake of gain, 
scattered broadcast in this great and growing region. I repeat, the 
system referred to, I regard as appointed of God; and I doubt not 
that here and elsewhere the results, in this life and in that which is 
to come, will abundantly show that God has ovmed and blessed it. 

A missionary, in Ohio, says, — 

We approve of your plan of operation, in supplying destitute Sab- 
bath schools at the West. One school in connection with the church 
and ministry, is worth fifty without this connection. You are doing 
a great work, for which the Lord will reward you. 

Says a clergyman, who has travelled extensively at the 
West,— 

I like the plan which you propose. It is just the thing that is 

needed I doubt whether you can do abetter servioe for 

the church, than to bend the main strength of your institution in this 
direction. It is a certain way of doing good. It is simpky direct, and 
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ch/eap. You operate through agencies that are already on the ground, 
and that understand how to do the work in the best manner. You 
are at no expense for exploring the field, ascertaining who the neces- 
sitous are, or superintending Ae distribution or the safe-keeping of 
the donations. You have only to collect the money and forward the 
books, and the only discount from any donation will be simply the 
expense of transporting the books, and that will be more than com- 
pensated by the increased value of the books, when at their place of 
destination, over what they were worth at the place where they 
started ; so that every Sabbath school may feel that the full value of 
its donation will, in every case, be actually put, without deduction, 
into the hands of those for whom it is designed. You will have 
every assurance you can have, that those only will receive the books 
who really need them, and that they will be as safely kept as if you 
employed an agent to look after each library. 

I am very much rejoiced, — says a pastor in Ohio, — in receiving 
your donation, not only because I love to read the books myself, but 
because the books will do so much good. The parents are glad , and the 
children are glad, and an old hunter (who read the books with profit) 
is very glad also. We are all delighted to read such good books, 
especially the " lives of the Chief Fathers of New England." I was 
myself so interested, — and so were otjiiers, — that I could hardly lay 
a book down until I had read it through. What great and good men 
were John Cotton, John Wilson, John Eliot, and Thomas Shepard! 
They have all gone to heaven. 

Says a missionary in Indiana, — 

I admire the wisdom as well as the munificence of your aid, which 
you tender to our Western churches. In no way, in my opinion, 
could the same amount of funds be so well bestowed as by the plan 
you have adopted. 

Says another missionary in the same State, — 

I feel constrained to say, that, while we have so few ministers 
laboring in the West, it is surely good policy to arm them well, I 
look back on nearly nineteen years of toil in Indiana, and I am ready to 
say, " How much more might /have done^ had I been aided in such 
a way as you propose !" 

Says a professor in a Western Theological Seminary, in 
writing on the, subject, — 

I cordially approve of the plan of your Society. Let it be carried 
out to as great extent as possible. 

The books of your Society, — says a missionary, — were eagerly 
sought for and thoroughly read by old and young. Nor was there 
any pxejudioe against diem on the ground that they were too denom- 
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inaiionai: on the contrary, the fact that they represented truly and 
clearly the great doctrines and spirit of our Puritan fathers^ gave 
them popularity and made them more welcome. 

Says a missionary in Illinois, — 

it is my desire, and the desire of the brethren, to inculcate the 
doctrines of the Bible, as they are briefly given in the Shorter Cate- 
chism. We wish to introduce that catechism into the families of our 
people and community. Our influence, as minister and people, ex- 
tends beyond the limits of the district, and it is impossible, now, to 
estimate the importance of earlt/ implanting the form of sound doc- 
trines in the minds of that most interesting and numerous district of 
young people. 

I am pleased, — says a missionary in Ore£on, — with the Mass. 
Sabbath School Society's publications. They are nicely eot up, 
and contain much interesting and yaluable tru^. In a word, they 
are just what we want. I wish the number of them miglit be greatly 
multiplied. 

Says a missionary in Michigan, — 

We are almost all New England men, and are desirous that our 
children should receive their nourishment from their own mother 
[i. e. New England Sabbath School books,] if she will have patience 
and care for so numerous a progeny. It is a common riemark in 
tills region, "1 prefer the books of the Mass. Sabpath School 
Society." 

A pastor in Illinois, says, — 

If you have any good Puritan Sabbath school libraries for the 
West, we should be much gratified to be a sharer in your bounty. 

Says a missionary in Michigan, — 

We have a Congregational church on the plan of the churches 
of my native New EngLand, in doctrine and government. Therefore 
we feel a spepial interest in your books. 

Says another missionary in the same state, — 

Your favor could not but be gratefully received by those in love 
with the principles and institutions of New England. Let Puritan 
principles and theology spread over the fertile plains of the spreading 
West, and our country is not only safe, but she shall also, in the 
hands of God, become an instrument in the salvation of the world. 
What more efficient instrumentality, the livinff ministry only ex- 
cepted, than the invaluable productions of me Massachusetts 
Sabbath School Society, containing truth, with the least admix- 
ture of error, incident to human agency, commending itself to the 
mind, when it is most susceptible of the liveliest and most lasting 

3 
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impreiteionBt Rejecting fiction, it will not fail to commend the 
truth to erery man's conscience in the sight of God. Neither re- 
dundant nor deficient, true to the God whom We worship and the 
feith we profess to receive, the time will come when the excellence 
of its productions shall he seen and appreciated hy the philanthropist 
and Christian throughout the land. 

Yours is a nohle enterprise ; fraup^ht with incalculable and inesti- 
mable benefit to the rising generation and the whole world. It is 
an enterprise worthy the descendants of the Pil^ms. Here hope is 
not deluded, confideilce is not betrayed, and charity is not misdirected 
nor applied in vain. 

Says a missionary in Indiana, whose field of labor embraces 

four counties, — 

Great and blessed results are following your liberal donations. A 
flood of precious^ light and truth is by this means brought to whole 
funilies. and neighborhoods, which otherwise they must have re- 
mained for years destitute of, and some, perhaps, have died without 
ever enjoying the privileges they now do. Truly the wilderness and 
solitary place have been made glad by yuur Society. Darkness and 
iffnorance are gradually receding before the blessed light which these 
Sabbath schools are reflecting around them. Future generations in 
the West shall arise and call your Society *' blessed." I do bless 
God that the Massachusetts Sabbath School Society was ever 
instituted, and that He ever put it into the hearts of those who love 
Chnst, and feel for the salvation of the young, in that land of steady 
habits, and Christian eifforts, to do so much as they have done in be- 
half of the children and the parents of the hi West. When I came 
here, three years ago, there were but two schools in the county, and 
those two but poorly attended, and as poorly instructed. Now there 
are nineteenf and all supplied with books from your Society, and that 

Satuitously, I am a living witness of what God has wrought here 
rough this gracious instrumentality, and I trust that God will spare 
me to " see greater things than these^" Much remains -still to be 
done. Multitudes of the young are still destitute of Sabbath school 
instruction in the adjoining counties, and some portions of this. I 
would remark, if the people of these destitute portions are Supplied 
with Sabbath school books, it must be gratuitously. They are poor, 
some of them very poor. 

; All that I have done in the way of carrying forward your benevo- 
lent efforts for the young, has been done gratuitously ; and I cheer- 
fully give my labor and time to this work. 

. I find one benefit to arise from the organization of these schools. 
It gives me access to families and neighborhoods, in preaching the 
gosj^l, which I would not otherwise have had ; and thus, through 
the instrumentality of preaching, some in those neighborhoods have 
been brought to a saving knowledge of Christ. If another box was 
i^t, I^ould find many places — indeed the applications are made 
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already — in wMch profitably to organvee «^hpds and pjlpw^ tiieM 
!»ooks, in the counties of Henry ^ Delawarey and Jay, where ^^ ^(U|ie 
of my points of preaching. 

Without dwelling longer on this subject, the Board woi^d 
refer any who may wish to examine the testimony, in regard 
to the Society's kbors for the West, to their annual reports for 
the years 1842 — 1849 inclusive, especially the one for 1849. 

The main dependence of the Massachusetts S^abbath 
School Society, in promoting its own efficiency and that of 
the Sabbath school cause, among the churches, has beea its 
periodicals and other publications, and the public labiois of its 
Secretary. In the ea4y history of the Society, some extra 
agency, for a few months in the spring, in visiting the fu^hools 
and churches, was employed ; and one year a delegate from 
the Board was employed to aid in this work. But Sie princi- 
pal agency, in visiting the churches and schools, is that of the 
Secretary. The Society employs only so many individuals as 
are necessary to carry on its operations as a pMishing institu- 
tion ; so that the only extra expense incurred by the Secreta- 
S's labors, as general agent among the churches, is merely 
at incurred for travel. In this way, the Society has ever 
been able to carry on its various operations with great ecfmomy. 
The sources of its income are the profits on the sales of its 
publications, and the voluntary Life Memberships. 7he sum 
required to become a Life Member is only ten dollars ; and 
these Life Memberships are the principal donations that are 
made to aid the Society in meeting its expenses in visiting the 
churches, and in carrying on its general operations as a pub- 
lishing institution. By these means, from time to time, it is 
enabled to reduce the price of its publications. 

The donations for furnishing libraries for the destitute, 
lilready spoken of, are reckoned as among the saUi of the 
depository — the only advantage to the Society from them, 
being the profits on the books appropriated by means of them. 

During the year 1840, several of the Goun^ Sabbath School 
Societies in Vermont, in accordance with their own wishes, 
became auxiliary to the Massachusetts Sabbath Scbooi. 
Soci£T7. A committee, in recommending to the confierence of 
the churches, in one of these counties, that their Sabbath 
schools should become auxiliary to this Society, thus speak 
pf the advantages of such a relation : 
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" If it be desirable to connect ourselves witb any Sabbath 
School Society, it seems to your committee that the Massachu- 
setts Sabbath School Society is decidedly to be preferred. It 
is the nearest efficient organization. It is convenient, as our 
intercourse is chiefly with the Boston market, and, being Con- 
gregational, and all its publications, and Question Books espe- 
cially, being prepared with special reference to the wants of 
just such schools as ours, it is every way better suited to our 
wants. 

" Among the advantages of such a connection with that 
Society, are these: — The influence of the reports made and 
received ; the occasional visits we may hope for from the Sec- 
retary ; efforts to awaken new interest among us, if at any time 
we grow remiss ; and, in general, the constant influence which 
it will be the aim of that Society to exert upon us, as 
upon other schools connected with it, * to stimulate and encour- 
age,' and, we may add, to guide and counsel us in this impor- 
tant work." * 

In June, 1846, at the annual meeting of the Vermont Sab- 
bath School Union, it was voted that the Union become 
auxiliary to the Massachusetts Sabbath School Society. 
And in 1848, the General Association of New Hampshire, and 
the General Conference in Maine, recommended to all their 
Sabbath schools, that they make annual reports through this 
Society. So that the Society may now be regarded as a Furi' 
tan Sabbath School Society — the Society of the denomination. 

The subject of changing its name, so as to embrace the 
Congregational schools in New England, or throughout the 
country, has several times been discussed ; but the invariable 
and very unanimous result has been that such a change is 
altogether inexpedient. It would require many years for the 
Society to become as well and extensively known under a 
new name, as it now is. The imprint of all its publications 
must be changed. And, furthermore, as its principal mode 
of operating is through its publications, it is believed that the 
Society will effect more for the advancement of the Sabbath 
school cause generally, in its present character, than by divid- 
ing the responsibility, and scattering its officers over a wider 
territory. It now enjoys the sympathy, to a great extent, of 
the Congregational churches, and is extensively patronized by 
th6se of the Presbyterian Church. 

* Ninth Annual Report of the MassaehusetU Sabbath School Society, p. IK 
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Almost every denomination is becoming mOre and more 
interested in conducting the Sabbath school enterprise within 
its borders, in its oW|bway. Nearly every one, now, has its 
own distinct, national Sabbath school organization, through 
which its churches and schools make most of their donations 
for promoting the cause and furnishing its own Sabbath 
school literature. It is felt that, if there is any good reason 
for each denomination to have its distinct churches, there is 
an equally good reason for having its distinct Sabbath school 
operations. This institution is the nursery of the church. 
To its members every church is looking for her future enlarge- 
ment. But if the children are left untaught, in regard to all 
those truths which are distinctive, what security has she that 
another will not gathei^the harvest from the seed which she 
has herself sown and nurtured ? If the •truths and principles 
that are distinctive to any given denomination, are not of 
enough importance to have them taught to the youngs- to 
those by whom the churches of that denomination are to be 
replenished and perpetuated — then those truths and principles 
are not of sufficient importance to justify the existence of that 
denomination. Never was there more real Christian love', 
union, and zeal, in the Sabbath school cause, than there has 
been since each denomination has been doing its own work in 
its own way. 

There is probably no part of our country, if of Ae world, 
where efforts were so early made, and where they have been 
so successful in bringing young people and adults into the Sab» 
bath school, as in New England, and especially in Massachu- 
setts. There was, indeed, an association organized in Phila* 
delphia, in May, 1817, called the <' Sunday and Adult School 
Union," which, it is said, m 1824, had under its caie fifty 
thousand children. Its object, evidently, was to inculcate truth 
•• chiefly in the minds of diUdren and youthJ^ * 

According to the reports and periodical of the Massachxt- 
SETTS Sabbath School Union, this subject of connecting adults, 
and even the whole congregation, with the Sabbath school, 
received much attention from the Union, from the time of 
its organization in 1825. 

* Popular Sketch of the Rise and Progress of Sanday Schools in the Cfhited 
States, p. s. 

3# 
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The Secretary, in his report for 1827, speaks of bringing 
into the school large numbers of young people. More than 
two hundred, over eighteen years of age, united on one Sab- 
bath \ Some, too, with locks blooming for the grave, said they 
would become Sabbath school scholars ; and in accents trem- 
ulous with emotion, gave thanks to God that they could now 
come and enjoy the privilege with which he was blessing their 
children. "In some towns," it is said in the report for 1828, 
" almost the whole population from four to eighty -five years of 
age, have become members of the Sabbath school." The next 
report speaks of exertions that had been made " to raise the mark 
towards which all Sabbath school efforts Should be directed, 
and labor to bring all into the Sabbath school, from the infant 
of two years to the old man of fourscore. To this mark the 
Board then directed the efforts of each auxiliary, and exhorted 
them not to stay their hands, till children, parents and grand- 
parents, should be found as scholars in every Sabbath school, 
as was then the case in several." 

To this mark, the Massachusetts Sabbath School Society 
has constantly been directing its efforts ; and the results have 
generally been very successful. An examination of the reports 
of the Society from year to year, will show, that from one 
quarter to ttoo thirds of the members of very many of the 
schools connected with the Society, especially in this State, 
have been over eighteen years of age. No Sabbath school 
can present a more be^tutiful spectacle than that which em- 
braces scholars of all ages — from lisping infancy to hoary- 
headed age — " young men and maidens, old men and children." 

In many schools may be seen from two or three to six or 
eight large classes of young men, and a larger number of young 
women. There are now, probably, connected with the Con- 
gregational Sabbath schools in Massachusetts alone, more than 
twenty thousand scholars over eighteen years of age ! These 
elder pupils help to give a character to the institution — to 
make it reputable for any one, of any age, or station, or amount 
of knowledge, to engage in the study of the Scriptures on the 
Sabbath, or in imparting instruction from them to others. 

This peculiarity in the schools in Massachusetts and New 
England, presented one important reason for a distinct Sab- 
bath school organization, and a distinct Sabbath school lit- 
erature. The schools were, in this, as well as many other 
respects, in advance of those in other parts of the country, so 
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^at much of the instructions that were given, in regard to the 
kind of hooks needed, and the mode of distributing them, &c., 
&c., were inapplicable to schools here. 

For example : in an Essay, published in Philadelphia in 
1838, on the " Uses and Abuses of Sabbath School Libraries," 
rules are given in regard to the selection of a library, on the 
ground — apparently, at least — that the scholars in the schools 
are confined to children and youth, 

"A second rule," says the Essay, "we should propose, 
would exclude from the class of books from which a library for 
the use of the pupils of a Sunday school should be selected, 
all such as are unsuited in character , size, style, or subject, to 
the mass of the pupils." .... " As to subject," continues 
the Essay, " we should limit the selection to such as are 
strictly religious, and adapted to the circumstances of childhood 
and youth." " The position we take is, that all books should be 
excluded from the shelves of the Sabbath school library, the 
subject of which is not Suited to the circumstances of children 
and youth in a Sabbath school." * 

This rule of selecting a library, if adopted by the Congrega- 
tional Sabbath schools in Massachusetts, would make no pro- 
vision for some twenty thousand scholars ! The rule is not 
adapted to the latitude of New England. It is behind the 
Sabbath school age with us. 

Among the books which this Essayist regards as inappropri- 
ate for a Sabbath school library, is mentioned " Ellen, or the 
visit of the Rod," an English book, that has been republished 
by the Massachusetts Sabbath School Society. This work 
discloses, in a vivid manner, the power of religion to sustain 
us amid the trials and difficulties of life ; and encourages us to 
perseverance unto the end. One object of the author appears 
to be, to show the evils of unscriptural marriages. Ellen, for- 
getful of her duty, married most unhappily, and, as here repre- 
sented, unscripturally. The book closes with a letter from 
Ellen to a young friend, warning her against the dangers and 
errors into which she had, without much reflection, fallen. And 
this book is represented as iruippropriate for a Sabbath school 
library. 

As to books that are regarded, in this Essay, as unsuited 
for a Sabbath school library, " in character, or size, or both," 

* The Uses and Abxises of Sabbath School Libraries, pp. 6, 6. 
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are mentioned, " * Homers Introduction,^ * Edwards on the AffeC' 
tions,* * Sermons for aged People,* * Jay^s Closet Exercises,' 
* Oioen on Spirittud-mindedness,* &c., &c. We could make 
out a catalogue of some fifty or one hundred volumes under this 
head. How far these books, or a selection from them, may be 
made useful as a library for teachers, this is not the place to 
inquire." But these and kindred books are " made useful as 
a library " for many thousands of the scholars in our New 
England Sabbath schools. There is no doubt, as the Society 
said in its annnal report for 1838, " that many of our fathers 
and mothers in Israel, who are connected with our Sabbath 
schools, even those possessing enlarged and cultivated minds, 
often find great pleasure and improvement in perusing some of 
the most simple books issued from the Sabbath school press : 
and so the hardy laborer may take his draught of milk with the 
highest relish ; but it no more follows that these adult Chris- 
tians should he confined to children's books, than that milk 
should be the laborer's ordy diet. It Is no more true of our 
physical, than of our intellectual and moral natures, ths^t while 
milk must be given to babes, strong meat must be given to 
9nen, If we would have fuU-grown minds, and full-grown 
Christians, we must provide the aliment that is suited to pro- 
mote their growth." 

Another example of the inappropriateness of instructions 
from other sections of the country, for schools in New England, 
may be found in regard to the tise of the library. It would 
indeed be desirable to have superintendents and teachers famil- 
iar with all the books in the library, and to have them used 
every Sabbath, so as " to carry out, illustrate, and enforce," as 
this Essay says, ^* the truths which the teacher inculcates. If 
the subject of the lesson, for instance, is the sinfulness, folly, 

and meanness of falsehood, the books called * ,' or * .,' 

&c., will illustrate it to the children of the smaller classes ; 

while * ,' or * ,' will do the same office for a larger 

class of girls ; and * ,' for a larger class of boys." AU 

this is very well in theory, and may be practicable, for aught 
we know, in some parts of the country ; but to a great extent, 
in New England, it is utterly impracticalde. How can a school 
of from twenty to fifty classes,, embracing from two hundred 
to near six hundred different scholars, three fourths or nine 
tenths of them studying the same lesson, be supplied with 
library books that shall " carry out, illustrate, and enforce the 
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truths which the teacher inculcates " on any given Sabbath ? 
The idea is preposterous. However well acquainted the 
teachers may be with the books, they cannot select, from any 
common library, volumes appropriate to their instructions from 
Sabbath to Sabbath. In order to do this, the library must con- 
tain as many volumes appropriate to each lesson studied in a 
school, as there are scholars ; which, in a school of four hun- 
dred scholars, — supposing the lesson for each Sabbath to be 
on a new subject, and all the school to study the same, — 
would require; for the year a library of 20,800 volumes ! 

The fact that Sabbath schools in Massachusetts are, in 
some respects, in advance of schools in other parts of the 
country, is thus spoken of by the Corresponding Secretary of 
the American S. S. Union, in a letter to the late Dr. 
Wisner, on the subject of the formation of the Massachusetts 
Sabbath School Union. The letter is dated — " American 
S. S. Union Committee Rooms, Nov. 23, 1824." "We 
are aware," says the letter, " of the advantages which the citi- 
zens of your State enjoy over our own, and, indeed, over all 
the Middle, Southern and Western States, with respect to early 
education ; and these privileges, which you have long enjoyed, 
give you the singular felicity of commencing your Sabbath 
school instructions, where it is desirable they ever should 
commence, with the communication of religious knowledge. 
But the paucity of our primary schools dooms us to the labor, 
in a great proportion of our Sunday schools, of spending a 
great part of the time in teaching the very rudiments of read- 
ing." 

In most of our schools there is an Infant department, in 
which the very small scholars are taught^ with a distinct course 
of lessons. This department, in many cases, is very large, — 
numbering over 100, — and not unfrequently it is the most 
promising portion of the school. 

The schools, to a great extent, are under the general super- 
vision of the pastors and churches. In many cases the su- 
perintendent, and perhaps an advisory committee, are chosen 
at the annual meeting of the church, in connection with the 
election of its other officers. In some cases, the text-books are 
selected by the church, in connection with the superintendent 
and teachers. Such a connection of the Sabbath school with 
the church serves to secure the prayers, sympathies, and co- 
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(^ration of the members, and gives the church an opportunity 
to remore any teachers who may be found, — as has some- 
times been the case, — inculcating views at variance with 
those regarded by the church and pastor as scriptural. 

The policy of the Society, in regard to the establishment of 
Sabbath schools, is, that they should be established in con- 
nection with the church, and at the place of worship, so far as 
the scholars can be induced to attend ; and in other cases, — 
where the distonce is too great, or, for any other reason, it is 
found impracticable to secure the attendance of those for whom 
the school is designed, — that they should be considered branch 
schools. Such schools, like the main one, at the place of wor- 
ship, are under the general supervision of the church and the 
ministry. Some churches in Massachusetts have had six or 
eight branch schools under their care, in the remote sections and 
corners of the town, or in neighboring towns. In this way 
many of the members of the church are enlisted in labors well 
suited to cultivate their Christian graces, and to call forth their 
moral powers. 

Various plans, from time to time, in the history of this So- 
ciety, have been recommended and adopted, with different 
degrees of success, to awaken interest and increase the effi- 
ciency of this institution. At one time, a county Sabbath 
School Society has appointed a committee to visit all the 
schools connected with it ; or different schools have appointed 
committees to exchange visits ; or have opened a correspon- 
dence with each other. At another time, county Sabbath 
School Conventions, of ministers, superintendents, teachers, 
and other friends of the cause, have been held, at which 
various practical subjects are introduced, by written essays, and 
then opened to free discussion. Some of these meetings have 
been deeply interesting, and have sent out an inspiring influ- 
ence to all the schools there represented. 

Individual schools, in many cases, and with great advantage^ 
have been accustomed to hold, not only the monthly Sabbath 
school concert, — which is generally observed, — but also 
quarterly and annual meetings, at which the superintendent 
presents a report of the state of the school, and of each class. 
This report is made up from the reports furnished him by the 
teachers, and from his own memoranda. At the concert, much 
interest is awakened, in some cases, by reading anonymous 
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communications, from the teachers and scholars, on some sub- 
ject previously assigned. Teachers' meetings and visiting 
scholars at their homes, are means of promoting the usefulness 
of Sabbath schools, that the Society has always urged upon 
the attention of teachers and superintendents ; and these means, 
though not universally, are yet extensively, adopted. 

But a review of the Society aiid the schools connected with 
it, for eighteen years, shows that, although more or less variety 
in the manner of conducting a school may be desirable, yet 
lliere is nothing that tends to awaken a permanent interest in 
a school or class, — as is stated in one of the reports of the 
Society, — like deep'toned piety in the teachers and officers. 
Were all the qualifications of teachers, and all the various 
plans to excite an interest in a Sabbath school, to be summed 
up in one expression, — that would be a deep'toned piety. The 
cultivation of this would do more to 'qualify the teachers for 
iheir work, than all other directions that could be given. 
In no way would they be so likely to gain the eye, the ear, the 
affections, and the heart of their pupils, as when they come 
with their own hearts warm with the love of God, and deeply 
anxious for the salvation of souls. Nothing like this will 
lead to eflforts to increase the number of the school, to interest 
them in the subject of personal religion, and in labors to extend 
its blessings to all the destitute. 

There is no one thing for which the Society has more ear- 
nestly labored, than to promote the spiritiud improvement and 
salvation of the members of our schools, and especially of the 
youn^. And there is no feature in the history of the Society, 
so delightful to contemplate, as that which presents the relir 
gious interest that has often existed in the schools. It is believed 
there has scarcely been a revival in any of our churches, during 
the history of this Society, in which the Sabbath school has 
not largely shared. Whole classes, of six, eight, ten, and 
even twenty scholars, have been hopefully converted. From 
fifty to a hundred conversions have often been reported in a 
single school, in a single season. Not unfrequently have re- 
vivals originated in Sabbath schools, and the subjects of 
them been confined exclusively within their limits. During 
the past eight or ten years, when revivals have been so few, 
the reports to the County and State Conferences and Associ- 
ations, throughout New England, in almost every case when 
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they have spoken of conversions, speak of the;m as being the 
members ot the Sabbath school, and the children of pious 
parents, and perhaps the children of the covenant. So striking 
have been the facts on this subject, that most pastors and 
Christians have come to feel that, among the class of persons 
brought into the Sabbath school, are they to look, if anywhere, 
for happy results to follow the preaching of the gospel, paren- 
tal inatruction, and every good influence for the salvation of 
men, and especially the young. 

'. The Sabbath school embraces the most hopeful part of the 
community. If any are converted, we expect it among them ; 
not, indeed, through Sabbath school instruction exclusively; 
but through the combined, authorized means and good influ- 
ences that are employed for their salvation. The pastor finds 
the members of his Sabbath school peculiarly prepared, by 
their attention to the word of God, for all his instructions, and 
the faithful parent finds the Sabbath school seconding all his 
efforts foV the salvation of his children. 

Still, the history of this Society, in regard to the conversion 
of souls, and especially of the young, "sLwakexis sadness^ when 
we think how much greater and happier might have been the 
results, had all engaged in the work with the fidelity which 
its importance demands. 

May we not hope that this sketch of the rise and progress 
of Sabbath schools, ^connected with our churches, and of this 
Society, will stimulate all the friends of the institution to 
address themselves anew, and with increased earjaestness, to 
the work? And may we not anticipate results, for the next 
eighteen years in its history, far more glorious ? 



The whole number of the Society's publications, including 
large and small, is 986. Of these, 572 are bound volumes. 



